MODERN BIATHLON & MODERN PENTATHLON
A good number of the names which have come to dominate the event’s results tables in the past few years were not at the championships in 2008 but the well established dominance of universities such as Loughborough and Bath was continued none the less.  The competition was enriched by representation from 28 different institutions covering the length and breadth of the country with some travelling huge distances and some bringing, quite literally, coach loads of competitors.
MODERN BIATHLON CHAMPIONSHIPS
8 March 2008, Oxford
Mary Ferrier (Leeds) took the gold medal in the ladies’ Biathlon with a lead of 168 points over Montana Jones (Bath) in Silver.  Abbey Norman (Birmingham) took the bronze.  Jill Nesbit equalled the event’s swim record with 2:10.33.
In the Team competition Birmingham (Stacie Wellsbury, Abbey Norman and Sophie Reynolds) improved on their Silver team result in 2007 to take the gold medal ahead of Loughborough (Sarah Burne, Stacie Leigh and Emily Kersey) and Oxford (Rachel Lund, Kate Cokayne-Naylor and Kathryn Hadley) took the bronze.

In the Men’s competition Russell North (Hartpury) won the event but was not eligible for a BUSA medal as he is on an A-Level equivalent rather than a degree level course.  6th form students are invited to compete in the pentathlon to add a depth to the competition and usually to accommodate development as athletes approach university age.  Russell, however, kept the University students well and truly on their toes, leading the field!  The gold medal went to Steve Worthing (Leeds Met) who had won the Silver in 2007. Nick Beer and Tom Curtis took Silver and Bronze respectively, both representing Loughborough. 
The team title went to Loughborough (Nick Beer, Tom Curtis and Toby Banfield), with Manchester (Chris Joyce, Tommy Sheldrick and Alun Sayce) taking the silver and Loughborough’s second team (Kristian Wilcox, Bradley Woodward and Steven Clench) the bronze.
MODERN PENTATHLON CHAMPIONSHIPS
7-8 March 2008, Oxford
In the ladies pentathlon Bath took Gold and Silver via Montana Jones and Fleur Ross-Harris respectively.  Elizabeth Highton (Clitheroe Royal Grammar School) taking the bronze medal.

Russell North (Hartpury) also won the pentathlon but again was not eligible for the BUSA medal; Russell is certainly one to watch in 2009 as he is anticipating starting a degree course in Autumn 2008.  David Atkinson (Liverpool) took the Gold improving on last year’s Bronze medal performance.  Nick Zissler (Birmingham) took the silver medal with the bronze going to David Atkinson (Liverpool).  James Parkinson (Hartpury) took the pentathlon swim record in 1:58.44, a feat made especially poignant as the previous record was held by the official in charge of the swim, Oli Rees-Jones.
The pentathlon team competition is a mixed event and was won, as it was in 2007, by Bath, this time by a fresh new trio (Fleur Ross-Harris, Montana Jones, Tom Leonard) taking the title.  Bath demonstrated that their hosting of the WCPP is attracting a large number of quality athletes by also taking the Silver (Hugh Forde, Neil Larkin and Alex Hepworth) with the Bronze going to Oxford University (Thomas Samuel, Adam Maitland and Charlie Sheldon) after the Hartpury team was deemed ineligible as it did not consist entirely of degree level students. 

MODERN PENTATHLON & BIATHLON CHAMPIONSHIPS 2009
13-14 March 2009, Oxford

Whilst the BUSA championships attracts a good number of the best Athletes the country has to offer and is always hugely competitive in both the team and individual events it is also characterised by a deep wealth of competitors of all standards, the presence of each adds to the success of the event.  The 2009 event will be the 10th Student Pentathlon Championships and will follow the same format, again in Oxford.  Entry will be open from the latter half of 2008 with details being posted at the event’s web site (www.oxbridgepentathlon.org.uk/busa).  Bring yourself and make up a team with friends.  If you are no longer at university your help as an official would be most welcome as the event is run entirely by volunteers most of who are ex-competitors.
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