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Review of the 2003 Student Pentathlon Championships

The Competition

In the fourth year of its staging the Student Pentathlon underwent some changes in 2003. The ride and swim events were switched over, the ride was held on the Friday night and the swim as the last event on the Saturday evening. Additionally, the BUSA biathlon competition was integrated, which raised the number of athletes taking part to 125. Despite a few late withdrawals, the hefty Oxford and Cambridge contingents (20 and 14 competitors respectively) left the total number of pentathletes taking part at 70. This was slightly fewer than in the last three years, but the same numbers of universities (14) were represented as in 2002, as well as six school sixth forms.
Adding the biathletes to the competition resulted in the return to the competition of athletes from Nottingham and Loughborough universities. Both of these institutions had been represented by teams at the inaugural Student Pentathlon in 2000 but not since then. Athletes continue to travel great distances to get to the competition, again in 2003 there were representatives from Edinburgh, and there was also a team from Trinity College Dublin. Many universities were strongly represented in the biathlon, particularly Birmingham, London, Loughborough and Nottingham. Exeter entered a pentathlon team for the third year in a row and Chester and Manchester universities made their debuts at the competition this year. Bristol, Oxford and Cambridge are the only universities to have fielded teams at the Student Pentathlon every year, and it was great to see the Bristol club back again under the captaincy of the ever cheerful Katie Cheyne. Sian Rees, Cahir King and Justin Yeoman are now the only competitors to have contested every Student Pent.
At the outset of the competition the favourites for the men’s and women’s pentathlon titles were undoubtedly the former winners Ben Candy (Oxford, winner in 2001) and Heather Fell (Brunel, winner in 2002 and runner up in 2000). It remained to be seen whether international athletes such as Henry Kruczko (Lord Williams College) and Cahir King (Cambridge) among the men and Caroline Bullard (Royal Veterinary College) and Tina Agnew (Oxford) in the women could put pressure on the favourites. The ride immediately put pay to Agnew’s hopes as a difficult horse resulted in a considerable amount of penalties. Kruczko also suffered problems, although to a lesser degree, whilst Candy and Fell negotiated the course safely although neither went clear. The fact that Andrew Stevens and Andrew Culling from the Cambridge A team struggled in the ride made it clear that the team event was going to be an Oxford and Birmingham contested affair, along with the challenge of Oakhampton College sixth formers Georgina Geike, Laura and Sarah Gomersall.
On the Saturday morning the men fenced and women shot before swapping over. In the women’s shoot Laura Wiggins was surprisingly beaten, posting ‘only’ 177 to compare to her record of 185 from the previous year. Georgie Geike won with an impressive 182, the rest of the field lay considerably behind these two; Heather Fell, Sam Austreng (South Wiltshire Grammer), the Gomersall twins and Celia Tymons (Manchester) all scored in the mid to high 160s. In the women’s fence Wiggins and Fell again placed second and third, but this time bettered by Ainsly Switzer (Exeter) who won with 1144 points, dropping five hits. Only one hit separated each of the placings from Switzer in first to Sarah Gomersall in fourth. Jenni Goodman (Birmingham) in fifth scored 1000 points exactly to keep her in contention overall. Going into the physical events Wiggins lead by 200 points from Fell, with the Gomersalls and Goodman not far behind. These five lead most of the rest of the field by a considerable margin, although Sabrina Verjee (Oxford) and Laura Davidson (Cambridge) had scored over 2900 for their skills triathlon.

In the men’s fence Andy Culling impressively dropped only two hits to score 1224, equalling his record of the previous year. Candy, King and Alex Rothman (Oxford) also scored over 1000 points. The less experienced pentathletes Dara-Sean Gibbons (Trinity College Dublin) and Andy McRobbie (Edinburgh) also finished towards the top end of the men’s fence. There was not as much high scoring in the men’s shoot as there had been in the women’s, although this possibly reflected the fact that they shot after having fenced. Kruczko won comfortably with 175 followed by King with 168. Rothman and Candy shot surprisingly poorly by their own high standards carding 163 and 160 respectively, with Matthew Gisborne (Oxford) also scoring 163. That the Oxford A team had come third, fourth and fifth in the men’s shoot however, was indicative of a consistency that was threatening the team title. Going into the physical events King lead by 150 points from Candy, with Rothman and Kruczko close behind. Following these four at some distance a close mid-field battle was being fought by the remaining Oxford and Cambridge men, as well as Gibbons and Nigel Purcell from Trinity College and Matthew Graham-Brown (Birmingham).
The additional of the biathletes doubled the size of the field for the physical events, but it was a credit to the event organisers of the run and the swim that both passed off smoothly and enjoyably. The atmosphere of so many athletes and supporters made for entertaining sport, and the competition was graced with some outstanding individual performances. Both the men’s and the women’s runs were won with a similar score. South Bank University’s Simon Marwood ran 9min 23secs on a course that was soft underfoot, an impressive feat. Scoring 1144 points he finished just over ten seconds faster than second placed Clayton Payne (Loughborough). Catherine Hare (Loughborough) scored 1140 points for her 10min 45secs; she was a very comfortable 45 seconds ahead of her nearest rival, Caroline Bullard. The pentathletes performed well in the women’s run, as well as Bullard, Fell, the Gomersalls, Geike, Sian Rees (Exeter) and Leah Walland (Cambridge) all ran under 13 minutes and placed in the top dozen of the women’s field. Loughborough biathletes however placed first, third, fourth and fifth and already had a strangle hold on the women’s biathlon team prize. In the men’s run the top nine places were all taken by biathletes in under ten minutes, with the Loughborough men’s team also looking ominously strong. Alex Baxter (Oxford) was the first pentathlete home in 10mins 8secs, Richard Bowdler (Oxford) was the second and also ran under 10mins 30secs.
Going into the swim Heather Fell led by 64 points from Sarah Gomersall. Laura Gomersall and Lorna Wiggins had dropped back whilst Caroline Bullard and Ruth Jones (Oxford) had closed up on the minor placings after good runs. In the men King led by over 140 points, which seemed like it might be enough for him to secure the individual title over Ben Candy. Rothman and Kruczko were still only marginally behind Candy, with Baxter now leading the fight for fifth place after his impressive run; Gisborne, Graham-Brown and Justin Yeoman (Oxford, runner up in 2002) were close behind.

The swim was contested in mixed heats, and as a result of the large field all the heats produced close races. While some sterling personal bests were achieved by some of those towards the bottom of the field, there was an anxious wait to see if Candy could manage to overhaul King for the men’s title. Heather Fell, as expected, swam under 2.20 achieving a massive score of 1252 and comfortably retained her title in the process. The standard of swimming at the top end of the field was incredibly impressive. Heather was barely the quickest female pentathlete in the pool, as Birmingham’s Rachel Hares was only half a second behind her. In fact eleven women broke 2 mins 30secs, including the Gomersall twins. Bullard and Jones completed good biathlons by also swimming under 2.30. The winner of the women’s swim, however, was Nancy Douglas, also from Birmingham, who swam 2.15.49, a score of 1296, tantalizingly close to 1300. Alice Hector (Loughborough) also broke 2.20 and her team mates were not far behind as the Loughborough women secured the women’s team biathlon prize with aplomb.
Although the fastest women had been high scoring, the men were not to be out done as thirty men swam 2.30 or under. However Cahir King’s 2.30, which was slightly disappointing by his standards, left the door open for Ben Candy to snatch victory in the pentathlon and regain the title he had won in 2001. Iain McLoed (Oxford) was the only other pentathlete to feature among the sub 2.30 swimmers. The male biathletes swam some stunning times – Mike Augur (Nottingham), Gavin Noble (Stirling), Michael Corners (Birmingham), Andrew Day (Gloucestershire) all swam sub 2.10, but it was left to Dan Mikulskis to end on the swim on the highest note with a 1.59.22 swim (1372 points).
In the women’s biathlon Loughborough swept all before them, finishing as comfortable team winners and with Catherine Hare (whose run had proved decisive) and Alice Hector in first and second places individually. Caroline Bullard and Heather Fell prevented a Loughborough clean sweep by finishing third and fourth ahead of Estelle Damant, the third Loughborough team member, while in sixth was Gemma Horne, also from Loughborough. London came second in the women’s team event, a considerable distance behind Loughborough, but comfortably ahead of Newcastle in third.

In the men’s biathlon the runners Marwood and Payne dropped down to seventh and fifth respectively after the swim. The swim winner Mikulskis came fourth, whilst the silver and bronze medal positions were only separated by the 0.15 second time difference in their swims after both Auger and Noble finished on exactly the same score, the silver going to Augur. It was the consistent Michael Corners however, who had come third in both run and swim, who was the men’s biathlon champion. Lee Thornhill’s sixth place helped Loughborough to cement their team victory, even though they had been denied individual honours. Nottingham pushed them reasonably close coming second ahead of Birmingham in third.
In the women’s pentathlon Fell’s swim moved her comfortably clear of the field to take her second title, whilst Caroline Bullard’s impressive physicals were enough to split the Gomersall twins, Sarah finishing second and Laura fourth. These four were some way clear of the rest of the field which was lead by Lorna Wiggins followed by the Oxford duo of Ruth Jones and Sabrina Verjee with Sian Rees also scoring over 4000 points in eighth. In the men’s the entertaining dual between Candy and King had ended with a victory for Ben Candy, who like Fell claimed his second title. Alex Rothman shaded third place by a mere four points from Henry Kruczko and less than fifty points separated Gisborne, Baxter and Graham-Brown in fifth to seventh places.
The team event became one of the Oxford men against the Oakhampton women, but the consistency of Candy, Rothman and Gisborne overcame Geike and the Gomersalls, although if Georgina had got round the ride with fewer incidents then the final result would have been much closer. The fight for third place was extremely close however, with only six points separating Birmingham in third from Oxford C in fourth, with Oxford B a little further behind in sixth. Oxford’s first three teams finished ahead of the first Cambridge team in seventh, an interesting portent for the Varsity Match three weeks later.
Pos
Women's Pentathlon

Total
Fence
Swim
Shoot
Run
Ride

1
Heather Fell
Brunel

5228
1096
1252
952
812
1116

2
Sarah Gomersall
Okehampton College A
4936
1072
1024
940
796
1104

3
Caroline Bullard
RVC London
4872
880
1152
712
956
1172

4
Laura Gomersall
Okehampton College A
4844
976
1016
928
752
1172

5
Lorna Wiggins
Bath
4540
1120
932
1060
256
1172

6
Ruth Jones
Oxford C
4380
784
1160
724
592
1120

7
Sabrina Verjee
Oxford C
4108
832
696
880
500
1200

8
Sian Rees
Exeter A
4028
880
872
448
704
1124

9
Sally Hopkins
Brighton
3956
880
820
760
392
1104

10
Georgina Geike
Okehampton College A
3816
784
636
1120
732
544


Men's Pentathlon








1
Benjamin Candy
Oxford A
5108
1096
1216
856
808
1132

2
Cahir King
Cambridge B
5036
1064
1000
964
808
1200

3
Alex Rothman
Oxford A
4864
1032
976
904
820
1132

4
Henry Kruczko
Lord Williams
4860
872
1032
1036
804
1116

5
Matthew Gisborne
Oxford A
4552
840
932
892
744
1144

6
Alexander Baxter
Oxford B
4524
808
780
796
968
1172

7
Matthew Graham-Brown
Birmingham A
4508
808
916
844
796
1144

8
Justin Yeoman
Oxford B
4388
680
824
856
828
1200

9
Nigel Purcell
Trinity A
4264
744
788
700
832
1200

10
Laurence Hulatt
Oxford C
4132
904
1028
772
856
572


Women's Biathlon








1
Catherine Hare
Loughborough A
2284

1144

1140

2
Alice Hector
Loughborough A
2116

1248

868

3
Caroline Bullard
RVC London
2108

1152

956

4
Heather Fell
Brunel
2064

1252

812

5
Estelle Damant
Loughborough A
2004

1132

872

6
Gemma Horne
Loughborough
1964

1028

936

7
Tamsin Lewis
London A
1840

1036

804

8
Emily Rowbotham
Newcastle A
1756

1180

576

9
Nancy Douglas
Birmingham A
1752

1296

456

10
Ruth Jones
Oxford A
1752

1160

592



Men's Biathlon









1
Michael Cornes
Birmingham A
2384

1292

1092

2
Mike Auger
Nottingham A
2292

1280

1012

3
Gavin Noble
Stirling
2292

1280

1012

4
Dan Mikulskis
Cambridge A
2268

1372

896

5
Clayton Payne
Loughborough A
2252

1148

1104

6
Lee Thornhill
Loughborough A
2172

1168

1004

7
Simon Marwood
South Bank
2124

976

1148

8
Dave Cowan
Nottingham A
2108

1200

908

9
James Towner
Loughborough B
2048

1188

860

10
Christopher Mullington
London A
2036

1112

924



Pentathlon Teams
(Best 4 events per person count for team score)
Total

1
Oxford A
Benjamin Candy, Alex Rothman, Matthew Gisborne
12152

2
Okehampton College A
Sarah Gomersall, Laura Gomersall, Georgina Geike
11504

3
Birmingham A
Matthew Graham-Brown, Jenni Goodman, Rachel Hares
10960

4
Oxford C
Ruth Jones, Laurence Hulatt, Sabrina Verjee
10956

5
Oxford B
Alexander Baxter, Justin Yeoman, Tina Agnew
10870

6
Cambridge A
Laura Davidson, Andrew Culling, Andrew Stevens
10012


Women's Biathlon Teams


1
Loughborough A
Alice Hector, Catherine Hare, Estelle Damant
6404

2
London
Catherine Wilkinson, Sarah Skennerton, Tamsin Lewis
5068

3
Newcastle
Emily Rowbotham, Julia Capper, Rachel Lundean
4288

4
Birmingham A
Annabel Gates, Helen Cottle, Nancy Douglas
3764

5
Oxford A
Helen Pawson, Ruth Jones, Tina Agnew
3244

6
Exeter
Ainsley Switzer, Emily Bevan, Sian Rees
3156


Men's Biathlon Teams


1
Loughborough A
Clayton Payne, Lee Thornhill, James Beechey
6312

2
Nottingham
Mike Auger, Gwilym Rowlands, Dave Cowan
6124

3
Birmingham
Michael Cornes, Steven Norton, Alexander MacCormac
5952

4
Gloucestershire
Alexander Lewis, Matthew Thomas, Andrew Day
5828

5
Oxford A
Laurence Hulatt, Alexander Rothman, Benjamin Candy
5704

6
Loughborough B
James Towner, Mark Bailey, Adrian Gandy
5616

